


Deprivation of Rights Legal Complaint Template
This template has been drafted for a lawsuit against a police officer in the State of Colorado relying on C.R.S. 13-21-131 which permits individuals to sue police for violating the Bill of Rights. If you are not in Colorado, it is your obligation to find the corresponding CRS statute 13-21-131 in your state statutes. 
This document can also be used as a template for almost any other type of complaint in any court. Change the details for your case, Name of court, plaintiff/defendants/ state statute you are filing under, sections [opening/comes now, parties, jurisdiction, facts, arguments, request for relief, conclusion, proof of service] is the standard complaint form. 

Basics of a complaint:
Plaintiff files the complaint with the court clerk and notifies the defendant. For the case to move forward you must file a Certificate of Service (Colo. JDF 70) showing you served the other party. This is filed a few days after the complaint. Only the form needs to be filed with the Servers signature and note on how it was served. You can not do it, a friend who is not party to the case can, a sheriff, or a paid process server can. The rules for your state are in your state’s civil rules of procedure. 
Some states may require a cover sheet JDF 600 and a case information sheet JDF 1000.
These forms are typical for their processing. 

A complaint must have a plaintiff, a defendant, appropriate jurisdiction, a law which relief can be granted, and a claim of a wrong. The below template covers these things.

Once the complaint is filed and the defendant is served, they have a few weeks to respond. They will almost certainly attempt to get it dismissed, and they usually stretch the truth in the filing. You can respond to anything they file, but as long as you have a specific statute in which damages can be paid for deprivation of rights, there is little they can do to get it dismissed. 
The below template can be used however you see fit. Please delete all comments in red and ensure [ ] is replaced with your information.
Don’t be afraid to use self help and pro se resources with a court. It might be a little brain damaging as they will try to help you without giving legal advice, but procedural stuff and what is required by courts are things they can give you. 
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	DISTRICT COURT FOR THE STATE OF COLORADO

	

______________________________
Plaintiff, pro se


v.


______________________________
Defendant


	

	
Plaintiff’s Contact Info
[name]
[address]
[phone]
[email]

	Court Info:

	COMPLAINT FOR DEPRIVATION OF RIGHTS BY A PEACE OFFICER C.R.S. 13-21-131



Comes now, Plaintiff files a complaint for deprivation of Bill of Rights #25 pursuant to C.R.S. 13-21-131 against Defendant, and says the following:

PARTIES:
1. Plaintiff is a legal person [Your Name] of [County] County. 
2. Defendant is [officers name] a peace officer with [police department].
For a court case to proceed their must be two parties. Make sure to label the defendant however the statute refers to them. In 13-21-131 police are called peace officers. Since we are using that statute, refer to the Defendant is peace officer. Just their name and in the capacity they were when they engaged with you. 


JURISDICTION:
3. The events and actions of parties that warrant this complaint occurred at [location] and within the geographical jurisdiction of this court, per C.R.C.P 98. 
STATEMENT OF FACT
Describe in the simplest way possible what actions took place that led to, caused, and happened after the deprivation of liberty. Any witnesses should write you an affidavit of what happened. It just needs to be titled affidavit of fact and notarized by the witness. Then it can be added as an attachment to the complaint. 
4. On March 10th, 2026 Plaintiff was travelling north bound on Broadway Blvd in Englewood Colorado when Defendant used Emergency Lights and Plaintiff responded by pulling over. The Defendant did not move around or continue to an emergency, he stopped behind and approached my vehicle. 
Defendant explained the reason the Plaintiff was “pulled over” was due to a traffic violation resulting in no harm or criminal behavior. 
5. When Defendant requested Plaintiffs identification, proof of insurance, and registration, Plaintiff refused and stated they would not comply without a warrant requiring Plaintiff to do so. 
Defendant got noticeably upset and began to issue the following threats:
a. Defendant would impound the Plaintiffs car.
b. Defendant would place Plaintiff under arrest for not following a lawful order.
c. Defendant would break Plaintiffs window and physically pull them out of the car. 
6. Ultimately the Defendant did not carry out those threats but issued the Plaintiff a citation for speeding, not travelling with ID, and obstruction of justice.
 
ARGUMENT
Keep arguments as simple and straight forward as possible. This isn’t literature and the more concise the better. Keeping the argument clear and straight forward will aid you as the opposing counsel will certainly try to muddy the waters. 

7. Colorado Bill of Rights #25 says no person shall be deprived of liberty. Liberty is extraneous or unnecessary control. The defendant controlled Plaintiff by executing a “pull over”, or restraining the Plaintiff from moving freely. The Defendant did not provide a warrant or indicate the seizure of Plaintiffs time was judicial. The Colorado State Statutes do authorize peace officers to make stops, even though stops without warrant may violate the State Bill of Rights. 
8. C.R.S. 18-8-104(105) states that no person shall be charged with the offense of obstruction of justice for remaining silent or for giving a verbal opposition to an order by a peace officer. 
9. All persons have the right to liberty and all persons have the right to say “no” to any government agent. Plaintiff exercised their right to liberty and to say “no” and was punished. 

RELIEF
10. Pursuant to 13-21-131 Plaintiff seeks relief for emotional and psychological damages, as well as damages from the deprivation of an unalienable and sacred right.
CONCLUSION
Without evidence of a crime, and a corresponding warrant, persons should be left alone. Traffic laws commonly deprive travelers of basic rights and put persons in emotional, physical and psychological stress. Above traffic control and a peace offers suspicion is the unalienable right to liberty and to be left alone. Therefore, this court must protect the sovereign right of liberty and issue a judgment against the Defendant that their actions, and decisions to get involved in the affairs of persons,  deprived Plaintiff of rights protected by Colorado Constitution. 

FOR: [ALL CAPS LEGAL NAME], legal person
       by: ___________________________________, authorized representative
Attachments: if any.
A. Copy of Witness Affidavit, name, date

the below insert needs to go on every filing you make, after the initial complaint. The initial complaint needs proper 3rd party service, but after that just certifying you delivered it is fine. And don’t forget lawyers have access to all court filings online. 
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I certify that I served the defendant with a copy of this document on _____________ via mail/email/personal delivery at ______________________________________ in _______________ county,  State of ______________. 

FOR: [ALL CAPS LEGAL NAME], legal person
       by: ___________________________________, authorized representative

Don’t forget to delete everything in red.

 



